
Baptism Rotation
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Olympia, WA  
January 2008

ROTATION OVERVIEW:

Bible Texts and References:  
Matthew 3:1-17, Mark 1:1-11, Luke 3:1-22, John 1:19-34 
Our ofÞcial text is from Matthew.  Pastor Phil likes the Mark text, and some of our 
lessons focus on the John text.

Memory Verse:
Matthew 3:17 (NRSV)  

ÒAnd a voice from heaven said, ÒThis is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.Ó

Matthew 28:19  (NRSV)
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,”

Concepts: 
¥  Baptism is a sacrament - an outward sign of God!s grace using                            

an earthly element and commanded by Christ.

¥  Baptism is not simply plain water.  
   Instead it is water used according to God!s command                                            

and connected with God!s Word.

¥  Baptism brings about forgiveness of sins,                                                             
redeems from death and the devil, and gives                                                         
eternal salvation to all who believe it.                                                                       
We are claimed as children of God.

¥  Jesus! baptism is an example for us to follow,                                                        
and a commissioning of His ministry.

¥  Matthew 28:19 is a command from God                                                                       
to witness and baptize.

¥  Baptism is a natural progression of our belief,                                                       
and a starting point for our growth in faith.
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Objectives:  

By the end of the rotation, the students will:

1.  Understand that baptism is a wonderful gift from God.
2.  Know that one promise of baptism is that we are       

children of God, and nothing in all creation will separate 
us from that love.

3.  Know the story of John baptizing Jesus.
4.  Memorize Matthew 3:17, and 28:19
5.  Know that anyone who believes can be baptized.
6.  Our baptism calls us to grow in faith through our Faith Practices:  Encourage,  

Invite, Prayer, Give, Serve, Study, and Worship.
7.  Be introduced to the concept of God as three persons in one:  The Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit.
8.  Know that we are called to tell others about God:  this is called the               

ÒGreat Commission.Ó

Workshops:
•  Exploration:  Students will review or be introduced to the Sacrament of Baptism 
as a whole group and then visit a variety of stations with their shepherds to take a 
closer look at baptism in small groups.

•  Movies:  Students will watch a portion of the movie, ÒJesus of NazarethÓ that 
shows the Baptism of Jesus.  They will discuss it in relation to our baptism and learn 
about the Sacrament of Baptism and itÕs promises.

•  News Room:  Students will act out the baptism of Jesus, and video the scene as 
ÔBreaking News.Õ  Reports will interview the cast and report on the ÒGood NewsÓ as 
they learn about the Great Commission in Matthew 28:19.

•  Science:  This workshop will focus on Òputting on ChristÓ                                       
or being clothed in a new robe - Jesus Christ, covered                                              
by his forgiveness and righteousness.  Students will                                            
combine difference solids in water and discuss the                                                  
results as they disappear.  They will also observe                                                    
the relationship between oil, water, and soap                                                          
and how it helps us understand our relationship                                                      
with God through baptism.

•  Art:  Students will make a beaded bracelet they                                                   
can use to help tell others about God.  They will                                                      
explore the faith practices:  Invite and Encourage
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Sunday School Time Schedule:
10:00  Students meet with shepherds in workshop locations.

10:03  Lesson Begins

10:15/20  Activity has begun, e.g.:  game, project, drama, computer time etc.

10:35  Lesson Closure/Wrap-up time

10:44  Shepherds lead students to Closing.

10:45  Sunday School Closing Begins in the Choir Room Upstairs or in Luther Hall

10:55  Sunday School Ends.  Parents pick up children from Closing.

References: 
•  MMB, Dallas, TX,  http://rotation.infopop.cc/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/2756088121/m/729602255
•  Jan Marshall, Brookhaven Church
•  Hilliard Presbyterian, Hilliard Ohio by Neil MacQueen and Anne Parsons
¥  www.rotation.org
¥ Lessons Exchange/Baptism of Jesus/Baptism of Jesus-drama lessons from Palma Ceia Presbyte-

rian Church, Tampa, Florida. 
http://rotation.infopop.cc/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/2756088121/m/6756088121

¥  Lessons Exchange/Baptism of Jesus/Baptism of Jesus lesson set from St. Paul’s Presbyterian,  
Ingersoll, ON. http://rotation.infopop.cc/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/2756088121/m/5756088121

•  Luther’s Small Catechism
•  Amy Crane, Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church in Tampa, Florida.
•  Pastor Phil Rue, Hilary Seidel, Beth Tobin, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Olympia, WA.
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