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Bible Text:  John 15

Memory Verse:  John 15:5  NRSV  
“I am the vine, you are the branches.  Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.”

Overview:  Children will learn that Jesus called himself the true vine. God is the 
gardener, and we are the branches. The fruit we produce is the love we show others 
through our words and actions. While listening to the words Jesus used to explain this 
illustration, they will do vine and grape leaf rubbings. Then they will work together on a 
3D group mural of the vine, branches, and fruit.

(Fun side note: This lesson was taught by a woman whose family owns a winery ... she 
was able to give extra insight to vines and branches!)

Goals and Objectives:
In addition to the rotation goals and objectives, students will be able to:
•  State several ways in which they stay connected to God. (That they are branches.)
•  Identify “fruits” or gifts they have been given by God to use.

Supplies:
Vines, Branches, Leaves, and Grapes (to nibble on)
White Paper
Peeled Crayons
Bibles
Chart paper with memory verse printed as instructed in Week Two Plan.
Memory verse written one word per 3x5 card
Pencils
Chart paper listing the Fruits of the Spirit
Brown craft paper
Tissue Paper
Colored Construction Paper

Lesson Format:  
Four weekly lessons are provided for you to lead students through the discussion of this 
text.  We have done this because the text has been broken into weekly chunks of 
content that build upon each other. 
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Please begin the lesson with students gathering around the table in the center of the 
room. 

Welcome: 
Welcome children to your workshop. Introduce yourself and tell them one thing about 
yourself that will make them say “wow!”

Open:
Show the vines, branches, leaves and grapes. Let the kids handle them as you explain 
what they look like growing in the vineyard. Let them taste the grapes. Explain that there 
were many vineyards in Jesus time and so he used the vines and branches to explain to 
his disciples what it meant to live a life connect to him.

Read the Bible text, John 15, as outlined in the lesson format.

Please insert this art lesson where the format says:  “Insert Activity Here.”

Art Lesson:  Pick up here when it says:  Insert Activity Here

After reading, distribute a white paper to each child. Explain that they will be doing 
rubbings of the leaves and branches you have. Show them how to place a leaf under 
their paper and using the SIDE of a peeled crayon, press lightly and rub. Encourage 
them to use a variety of colors, overlap designs and cover most of the paper. Have them 
add the words, “I am the vine, you are the branches – John 15:5”.

As they work, talk about gardening, vineyards, pruning, etc. Ask questions as you go 
along to check for their understanding. Make comparisons to the verses you read and 
what Jesus compared himself, God and us to. You may want to go verse-by-verse and 
use a vineyard comparison such as:

•  If God is the “gardener” what does that mean for us?
•  If we, as the branches, are to stay connected to the Jesus, the vine, how do we 

do that?
•  As branches, we are to bear fruit – what does this mean? (doing good things for 

other people)
•  As branches, we are to glorify God – what does this mean? (make God happy 

with what we do, not ashamed)
•  As branches, we are to abide in Godʼs love – what does this mean? (live life 

according to His word and commandments)
•  As branches, we are full of Godʼs joy – what does this mean? (we can be happy 

and safe with Godʼs love)
•  What do you think would happen if we werenʼt a branch of Jesus?
•  What are some ideas in which we show God that we are His branches (coming 

to Sunday School, singing, praying, helping someone who needs help, obeying 
his commandments, remembering what weʼve learned in Sunday School, etc.)
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After a while, when it seems theyʼve all finished or are close to finishing, explain that 
together youʼre going to make a group mural depicting verse 1.

Using brown craft paper, colored construction paper and tissue paper, have them tear 
and form pieces to represent the vine, branches and fruit. They can make it 3D by 
crumpling the paper. They will glue it to a poster board (use the poster board that 
matches the color of their group), or use one of the bulletin boards in the hallway.

Help them to write the verse “I am the vine and you are the branches. John 15:5” on the 
poster. Have each of the kids include their names on the poster on a branch.

Be sure that all of the kids participate and get a chance to work on a part of the project.

Display the 3D mural on the bulletin board near the elevator.

Be sure they take home their individual rubbing and remind them to show their family 
the group mural.
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